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(such as Australia,	Canada,	and the United	Kingdom)	and	they	worked	under	the	banner	of	transatlantic	Evangelicalism.		As	already	mentioned,	Evangelicalism	must	not	be	simply	equated	with	Fundamentalism.	The	relationship	between	Fundamentalism	and	Evangelicalism	in	Evangelicalism	and	Fundamentalism	in	the	United	Kingdom	during	the	
Twentieth	Century	fits	more	accurately	with	the	history	of	the	AIM.	Fundamentalism	was	a	movement	within	Evangelicalism,	it	was	less	pronounced	(though	present)	in	British	circles,	and	its	influence	began	to	fade	considerably	in	the	second	half	of	the	twentieth	century.		AIM	was	clearly	influenced	by	some	of	the	‘extravagances’	of	Fundamentalism,	but	these	were	muted	by	the	British	influence,21	and	AIM	leaders	were	in	the	vanguard	of	the	new	Evangelical	movement.	What	emerged	in	Kenya	under	the	auspices	of	Wellington	Mulwa	and	Byang	Kato	was	not	African	Fundamentalism,	but	African	Evangelicalism.		Missionaries,	as	this	study	has	shown,	did not aim	to	export	American	or	British	culture	to	East	Africa,	even	if	they	exemplified	some	of	the	cultural	habits	of	their	native	lands.		AIM	missionaries	were	first	and	foremost	concerned	about	evangelistic	work.	In	
Christian	Mission:	How	Christianity	Became	a	World	Religion,	Dana	Robert	challenges	the	‘postcolonial	re-readings	of	history’	that	gloss	over	the	successes	of	Western	missionaries	and	dismiss	their	work	as	‘an	assault	on	indigenous	cultures’	and	an	expression	of	‘cultural	imperialism’.22			Her	work	credits	the	labour	of	Western	missionaries	with	‘the	making	of	a	world	religion’	and	recalls	their	humanitarian	work	in	education,	medicine,	and	human	rights.		As	Robert	points	out,	missionaries	have	been	unfairly	maligned	in	both	the	popular	
21	David	Bebbington	and	David	Ceri	Jones,	eds.,	Evangelicalism	and	Fundamentalism	in	the	United	
Kingdom	During	the	Twentieth	Century	(Oxford:		Oxford	University	Press,	2013),	374.	
22	Dana	Robert,	Christian	Mission:	How	Christianity	Became	a	World	Religion	(Oxford:	Wiley-Blackwell,	2009),	93-96.			
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and	scholarly	literature.	Robert’s	work	provides	a	much-needed	correction	to	post-colonial	dismissals	of	missionaries	as	destructive	forces	to	indigenous	cultures.	Notwithstanding,	Robert’s	excellent	monograph	does	not	always	give	due	consideration	to	the	failures	of	Western	missionaries.		The	transgressions	of	AIM	missionaries	are	evident	in	the	historical	record.		While	there	were	prophetic	voices	within	AIM,	missionaries	often	displayed	attitudes	of	racism	and	paternalism	that	have	been	typical	of	people	in	the	United	States,	Britain	and	South	Africa	during	a	significant	part	of	the	twentieth	century.		Some	missionaries	belittled	their	converts	for	wanting	education	for	their	children,	others	impugned	the	motives	of	African	leaders	when	they	pressed	for	Africanisation,	and	AIM’s	harsh	rejection	of	African	cultural	practices	was	often	grounded	in	a	lack	of	critical	theological	reflection.		Even	while	the	AIC	grew	and	matured,	AIM’s	‘sins’	often	strained	the	relationship	with	the	church	it	brought	into	being.		Robert	is	right	to	challenge	post-colonial	critiques	that	characterize	missionaries	as	failed	ambassadors	of	cultural	imperialism.	Missionaries	were	first	and	foremost	ambassadors	of	the	gospel	who	succeeded	in	their	work,	though	still	deserving	of	scrutiny	for	their	manifold	transgressions.		Christianity	was	successfully	transmitted	to	Africa	via	the	missionary	movement,	but	the	work	of	Western	missionaries	is	only	part	of	the	story.		Mark	Noll’s	The	New	Shape	
of	World	Christianity:	How	American	Experience	Reflects	Global	Faith	credits	indigenous	witness	for	the	spread	of	Evangelical	Christianity	in	the	non-Western	world:	‘The	best	scholarship	increasingly	describes	missionary	activity	as	a	necessary,	but	not	sufficient,	
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explanation	for	the	emergence	of	new	Christian	churches.’23		As	the	study	of	AIM	has	demonstrated,	while	missionaries	played	a	vital	role	in	the	spread	of	the	Evangelical	faith,	indigenous	converts	often	became	more	effective	evangelists	and	church	workers,	and	the	record	indicates	that	most	of	the	work	of	church	planting	was	done	by	Africans	by	at	least	the	1940s.		In	addition,	the	process	of	Africanisation	and	the	rapid	growth	of	the	church	in	Africa	appear	to	be	direct	correlations	in	Kenya.		During	the	1940s	through	the	1960s,	AIM	workers	frequently	struggled	with	how	to	adjust	to	the	changes	in	Africa	as	their	converts	became	even	more	effective	in	the	work	of	church	planting	and	evangelism.		The	tired	argument	that	Christian	missionaries	acted	as	pseudo-agents	of	imperial	expansion	does	not	adequately	explain	why	Africans	eagerly	embraced	the	gospel	and	engaged	in	evangelistic	work	alongside	Western	missionaries.		Africans	were	eager	to	throw	off	the	shackles	of	Western	control,	even	as	they	wholeheartedly	embraced	the	Christian	message.	In	Whose	Religion	is	Christianity:	The	Gospel	Beyond	the	West,	Lamin	Sanneh	wants	to	give	‘priority	to	indigenous	response	and	local	appropriation	and	direction’	for	the	spread	of	Christianity	in	the	twentieth	century.24		He	speaks	of	the	‘indigenous	discovery	of	Christianity’	rather	than	the	‘Christian	discovery	of	indigenous	societies’	that	has	been	the	emphasis	of	secular	critics.		The	acceptance	of	Christianity	in	Kenya	bears	a	remarkable	resemblance	to	Sanneh’s	central	argument.		While	AIM	missionaries	‘translated’	(a	word	Sanneh	utilizes)	the	Christian	message	to	indigenous	people,	Africans	appropriated	the	message	even	as	they	struggled	(and	sometimes	defied)	the	messengers.		In	the	instances	
23	Mark	A.	Noll,	The	New	Shape	of	World	Christianity:	How	American	Experience	Reflects	Faith	(Downers	Grove,	IL:	IVP	Academic,	2009),	77.			
24	Lamin	Sanneh,	Whose	Religion	is	Christianity:	The	Gospel	Beyond	the	West	(Grand	Rapids:	Eerdmans,	2003),	24.			
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where	converts	left	the	mission	in	the	1940s	to	establish	their	own	denominations,	Africans	‘appropriated’	mission	doctrine	for	an	African	context	and	provided	guidance	for	their	own	independent	denominations.		In	the	1970s,	Bishop	Mulwa	appropriated	the	Lausanne	Covenant	for	an	African	context,	even	while	he	insisted	on	complete	Africanisation	of	the	church	and	sacked	Western	missionaries	for	not	coming	under	his	control.		Mulwa	also	distinguished	between	the	aims	of	colonial	governments	and	those	of	Evangelical	missionaries.		Africa	church	leaders	commended	missionaries	for	their	good	work,	criticized	missionaries	for	their	failures,	pressed	for	control	of	the	church	and	the	mission,	all	the	while	holding	unswervingly	to	the	Evangelical	faith.		Twenty-five	years	ago,	Brian	Stanley	argued	‘concern	for	national	prestige	was	rarely	uppermost	in	Christian	minds’	for	missionaries	during	the	colonial	period	and	that	‘the	most	powerful	motivations	were	those	which	stemmed	from	the	heart	of	the	historic	evangelical	conscience’.25		As	this	study	has	indicated,	AIM	opposed	the	Mau	Mau	Uprising	but	it	was	not	opposed	to	the	independence	that	emerged	in	its	wake.	The	main	concern	of	the	mission	was	how	independence	would	affect	its	continued	evangelistic	work.	This	way	of	looking	at	missionaries	does	not	absolve	them	of	their	sins,	but	it	does	encourage	historians	to	understand	their	subjects	better	by	taking	religious	motivation	seriously.		Along	similar	lines,	the	series	of	studies	in	Converting	Colonialism:	Visions	and	Realities	in	
Mission	History,	1706-1914	edited	by	Dana	Robert	lends	support	to	the	thesis	that	missionaries	‘were	naively	unaware	of	how	the	larger	political	contexts	in	which	they	functioned	impacted	the	spiritual	and	cultural	issues	that	occupied	their	days’.26		AIM	
25	Brian	Stanley,	The	Bible	and	the	Flag:	Protestant	Missions	and	British	Imperialism	in	the	Nineteenth	and	
Twentieth	Centuries	(Leicester,	UK:	Inter-Varsity	Press,	1990),	182.			
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missionaries	were	certainly	not	‘unaware’	of	‘the	larger	political	contexts’,	but	they	frequently	struggled	with	knowing	what	those	changes	would	mean	for	their	work.		They	were	poor	strategists	who	were	generally	behind	the	times,	motivated	primarily	by	religious	convictions	and	bewildered	by	changing	conditions	on	the	field.		Even	as	Africans	demanded	more	schools,	AIM	rejected	government	aid	for	educational	work	(to	their	own	peril)	out	of	fear	that	it	would	impede	their	evangelistic	labours.		They	wondered	what	nationalism	and	independence	would	mean	for	their	work	without	any	apparent	plan.	They	bemoaned	the	export	of	American	products	and	Western	consumerism	because	it	interfered	with	their	religious	work.		If	it	was	their	aim	to	sustain	the	British	Empire,	or	export	American	culture,	they	were	poor	subjects	of	the	crown	and	disappointing	patriots.		The	convenience	of	colonialism	was	utilized	by	missionaries	and	‘converted’	(to	use	Robert)	for	their	own	aims.		Christian	missionaries	largely	succeeded	in	transmitting	the	faith	to	the	non-Western	world,	and	Evangelicalism	became	a	global	movement	during	the	second	half	of	the	twentieth	century.	Philip	Jenkins’	study	The	Next	Christendom:	The	Coming	of	Global	
Christianity	showed	to	a	wide	audience	the	remarkable	growth	of	Christianity	in	Africa,	Asia	and	Latin	America	during	the	twentieth	century.		For	example,	Christianity	grew	in	Africa	from	less	than	9	million	adherents	in	the	year	1900	to	more	than	335	million	by	the	year	2000,	and	there	were	similarly	impressive	growth	patterns	in	Asia	and	Latin	America.27		His	exposition	is	largely	a	popular	distillation	of	the	monumental	research	
26	Dana	Robert,	ed.,	Converting	Colonialism:	Visions	and	Realities	in	Mission	History,	1706-1914	(Grand	Rapids,	MI/Cambridge:	Eerdmans,	2008),	5.			
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published	in	the	World	Christian	Encyclopaedia	edited	by	David	B.	Barrett.		He	credits	the	research	of	specialists	like	Andrew	Walls	and	Walter	Buhlman	for	their	ground-breaking	work	in	scholarly	circles	beginning	in	the	1970s.		Jenkins	draws	from	an	abundance	of	statistical	data	and	fleshes	out	the	story	of	Christianity’s	growth	in	the	non-Western	world	using	additional	primary	and	secondary	sources	from	the	twentieth	century.		He	challenges	the	secular	caricature	of	the	missionary	as	ineffective:	‘If	the	modern	missionary	stereotype	had	any	force,	we	can	scarcely	understand	why	the	Christian	expansion	proceeded	as	fast	as	it	did,	or	how	it	could	have	survived	the	end	of	European	political	power.’28		As	this	study	has	demonstrated,	AIM	missionaries	were	often	short	sighted,	paternalistic	and	even	stubborn.		Yet	they	did	succeed	in	transmitting	the	Evangelical	message	in	a	way	that	appealed	to	Africans.		While	the	labours	of	Western	missionaries	and	African	converts	contributed	to	the	spread	of	Christianity	to	the	non-Western	world,	the	dynamism	of	the	Evangelical	movement	itself	may	have	played	an	important	role.		The	movement	was	not	held	together	by	an	‘Evangelical	Act	of	Uniformity’,	but	operated	instead	under	what	may	be	termed	an	‘Evangelical	Act	of	Toleration’.		Anglicans,	Baptists	and	Presbyterians	laboured	side-by-side	in	Africa,	and	while	they	sometimes	stepped	on	each	other’s	toes,	they	were	largely	able	to	work	together	for	the	greater	cause.		As	an	African	church	emerged	in	Kenya	in	the	1940s,	it	was	neither	Anglican,	nor	Baptist,	nor	Presbyterian,	but	something	different,	yet	fully	Evangelical.	In	Christianity	Reborn:	The	Global	Expansion	of	
Evangelicalism	in	the	Twentieth	Century,	a	roundtable	of	prominent	historians	have	argued	
27	David	B.	Barrett,	George	T.	Kurian	and	Todd	M.	Johnson,	eds.,	World	Christian	Encyclopedia:	A	
Comparative	Survey	of	Churches	and	Religions	in	the	World,	Second	Edition	(Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	2001),	12.		
28	Philip	Jenkins,	The	Next	Christendom:	The	Coming	of	Global	Christianity	(Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	2002),	42.		
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that	‘the	greatest	strength	of	evangelicalism’	may	in	fact	be	‘its	ability	to	adapt	to	local	cultural	expressions	once	it	is	freed	from	the	tethers	of	missionary	control	and	intrusive	forms	of	influence.’29		Evangelical	‘faith	mission’	societies	like	the	AIM	were	unique	from	denominational	mission	societies	like	the	Church	Missionary	Society	and	the	Church	of	Scotland	Mission.		Klaus	Fielder	has	provided	the	only	history	to	date	of	the	independent	‘faith	mission’	movement	beginning	with	the	establishment	of	the	China	Inland	Mission	(CIM)	in	1865.	
The	Story	of	Faith	Missions:	From	Hudson	Taylor	to	Present	Day	Africa	provides	brief	history	of	the	major	faith	missions,	including	the	AIM.		He	argues	that	the	independent	Evangelical	missions	that	emerged	in	the	late	nineteenth	and	early	twentieth	centuries	possessed	unique	characteristics	that	distinguished	them	from	the	denominational	missions	that	emerged	during	the	first	half	of	the	nineteenth	century.		The	missionaries	of	these	independent	societies	were	from	varied	denominational	backgrounds	and	they	were	required	to	go	out	in	‘faith’	(rather	than	depend	on	a	denominational	salary).		Church	order	and	institutional	work	were	always	subjugated	to	evangelistic	work,	missionaries	were	‘members’	of	the	mission	(rather	than	employees),	lay	and	ordained	missionaries	were	welcomed	as	workers	(and	treated	equally),	and	the	mission	was	to	be	‘field-directed’	rather	than	governed	by	a	home	council.30		Fiedler’s	work	is	a	helpful	introduction	to	faith	mission	societies,	though	it	offers	very	little	in	the	way	of	historical	analysis.		For	example,	his	work	does	not	provide	commentary	on	how	faith	mission	societies	devolved	their	
29	Donald	M.	Lewis,	Christianity	Reborn:	The	Global	Expansion	of	Evangelicalism	in	the	Twentieth	Century	(Grand	Rapids/Cambridge:	Eerdmans,	2004),	4.		
30	Klaus	Fiedler,	The	Story	of	Faith	Missions	from	Hudson	Taylor	to	Present	Day	Africa	(Oxford,	UK:	Regnum	Books	International,	1994),	32.			
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authority	during	decolonisation.	However,	his	history	does	cast	important	light	on	some	of	the	unique	characteristics	of	faith	mission	societies.	AIM	bore	all	the	distinguishing	characteristics	of	a	faith	mission	and	remained	true	to	its	founding	principles	even	when	doing	so	made	its	work	more	difficult	or	threatened	its	relationship	with	the	church	it	founded.		The	mission	initially	rejected	educational	grants	because	its	conviction	against	soliciting	funds	violated	the	‘faith	principle’.		Evangelistic	work	took	precedence	over	ecclesiastical	work	for	missionaries.		The	field-managed	and	democratic	structure	of	the	voting	members	of	the	mission	made	it	possible	to	resist	pressure	from	far-removed	mission	officials.		These	were	attributes	that	were	unique	to	Evangelical	faith	missions,	and	AIM’s	unswerving	devotion	to	them	contributed	to	the	delayed	devolution	of	the	mission.		John	Stuart’s	study	British	Missionaries	and	the	End	of	Empire:	East,	Central	and	Southern	
Africa,	1939-64	does	not	cover	British	missionaries	working	with	the	AIM,	but	it	does	show	that	there	were	varied	responses	by	British	missionaries	and	mission	societies	to	the	question	of	devolution	during	decolonisation.		As	Stuart	observes,	‘There	was	no	single	missionary	response	to	the	end	of	empire	in	Africa.		Missionary	responses	were	too	varied	and	too	complex	for	this	to	have	been	the	case.’31		The	literature	on	the	growth	of	Christianity	in	Africa	and	the	non-Western	world	is	rapidly	evolving,	though	it	remains	‘one	of	the	most	important	but	least	examined	changes	in	the	world	over	the	past	century.’32		AIM	was	the	largest	Protestant	mission	working	in	
31	John	Stuart,	British	Missionaries	and	the	End	of	Empire:	East,	Central,	and	Southern	Africa,	1939-64	(Grand	Rapids/Cambridge:	Eerdmans,	2011),	13.		
32	Joel	Carpenter	and	Lamin	Sanneh,	eds.,	The	Changing	Face	of	Christianity:	Africa,	the	West	and	the	World	(Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	2005).			
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Kenya,	yet	it	has	garnered	miniscule	scholarly	attention.33	Due	to	the	mission’s	leading	role	in	Protestant	missions,	and	the	significant	influence	of	the	church	it	established,	the	mission	is	periodically	mentioned	in	the	literature	on	the	history	of	the	church	in	Africa.		Bengt	Sundkler’s	voluminous	study	of	the	church	in	Africa	may	be	the	most	comprehensive	treatment	of	the	history	of	Christianity	in	Africa.34	Sundkler	provided	the	seminal	work	for	the	study	of	independent	churches	in	Africa	early	in	his	career,35	but	some	fifty	years	later	he	argued	that	there	has	been	too	great	a	focus	on	African	‘Independent	churches’	to	the	neglect	of		‘mission-related	churches’.		He	asserts	that	scholars	are	‘mistaken’	to	speak	of	the	mission-related	churches	as	though	they	were	not	authentically	African.		He	further	argues	that	‘the	overwhelming	majority	of	African	Christians	have	belonged’	to	mission-established	churches	‘and	still	do’.36		He	provides	a	concise	account	of	the	Africa	Inland	Mission,	calling	it	‘possibly	more	interesting	than	another	other’	because	of	its	‘widespread’	influence	on	the	African	continent.37		He	mentions	the	‘offshoots’	from	the	mission	in	the	1940s,	including	the	‘African	Brotherhood	Church’	and	the	‘African	Christian	Church	and	School’.38		He	views	these	churches	as	authentically	African	churches,	along	with	the	AIC	in	Kenya	and	Tanganyika,	even	if	the	latter	churches	lagged	behind	in	the	process	of	Africanisation.		In	Adrian	Hastings’	magisterial	work,	The	Church	in	Africa,	1450-1950,	AIM	
33	See	Introduction,	pp.	19-21.	
34	Bengt	Sundkler	and	Christopher	Steed,	A	History	of	the	Church	in	Africa	(Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press,	2000).			
35	Bengt	G.	M.	Sundkler,	Bantu	Prophets	in	South	Africa	(London:	Lutterworth	Press,	1948).	
36	Sundkler,	A	History	of	the	Church	in	Africa,	3.			
37	Ibid.,	558,	886-887,	891,	1000.		The	quote	is	found	in	p.	886.			
38	Ibid.,	887.			
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is	mentioned	in	a	sentence	that	is	worth	repeating:		‘It	seems	odd	that	groups	like	the	Salvation	Army	and	the	Quakers,	or	a	“faith	mission”	like	the	AIM	in	Kenya	should	want	to	own	estates	of	thousands	of	acres,	but	few	societies	were	not	affected	by	land	lust.’39		As	this	thesis	has	shown,	AIM	was	a	‘faith	mission’	(rather	than	an	‘industrial	mission’)	and	possessed	a	single-minded	devotion	to	evangelistic	work.		Yet	the	AIM	never	seemed	to	question	the	wisdom	of	owning	such	a	large	tract	of	land	in	the	‘white	highlands’	while	offering	privileged	education	for	its	own	children	right	under	the	noses	of	land-starved	Africans	who	were	also	frustrated	over	the	mission’s	substandard	educational	performance.	While	AIM	missionaries	were	effective	evangelists,	they	made	some	rather	‘odd’	blunders.	In	A	History	of	African	Christianity,	1950-1975,	Hastings	observed	that	in	1950	AIM	was	one	of	the	few	mission	societies	that	was	‘expanding	in	a	way	others	were	not’.40		Hastings	mentions	the	African	Christian	Church	and	schools	‘as	a	major	break	from	the	African	Inland	Mission’	as	well	as	the	African	Brotherhood	Church	‘founded	in	1945	among	the	Kamba,	most	of	its	early	members	having	formerly	been	in	the	African	Inland	Mission’.41		His	work	refers	to	the	row	between	the	mission	and	the	church	in	1966	over	AIM’s	desire	to	sever	ties	with	the	Christian	Council	of	Kenya.42		Hastings	also	observes	that	‘Kenya	was	certainly	the	Mecca	in	black	Africa	for	Western	missionaries	during	the	period	1967-1975	with	the	AIM	having	‘by	far	the	biggest	number	of	personnel’.43		His	comprehensive	
39	Adrian	Hastings,	The	Church	in	Africa,	1450-1950	(Oxford:	Clarendon	Press,	1994),	424.	
40	Adrian	Hastings,	A	History	of	African	Christianity,	1950-1975	(Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press,	1979),	45.		
41	Ibid.,	79.	
42	Ibid.,	163	
43	Ibid.	227.	
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coverage	of	the	period	takes	a	‘chronological	shape’	but	his	decision	to	outline	each	chapter	following	an	A,	B,	C	sequence	(A	comprising	political	history,	B	the	ecclesiastical	account,	and	C	independency)	is	forced.		The	strength	of	Hastings’	work	is	that	it	does	bring	political	developments	(namely	decolonisation)	into	the	narrative	of	church	history.		The	weakness	of	this	structure	is	that	political	developments	control	(and	confuse)	the	narrative.	The	relationship	between	the	AIM	and	the	AIC	was	affected	by	political	developments	in	Africa.		But	social	(e.g.,	population	growth,	changing	race	relations),	religious	(e.g.,	the	East	African	Revival,	the	Ecumenical	Movement)	and	theological	developments	(millennial	convictions)	were	more	crucial.			Evanson	N.	Wamagatta’s	monograph,	The	Presbyterian	Church	in	East	Africa:	An	
Account	of	the	Gospel	Missionary	Society	Origins,	1895-1946	is	replete	with	references	to	the	AIM.44		During	the	1930s,	the	GMS	began	to	seriously	consider	the	idea	of	a	merger	with	another	mission	society.		In	spite	of	the	AIM’s	early	alliances	with	the	GMS	(1895-97,	1901-1915),	and	the	shared	identities	of	the	two	missions,	the	GMS	did	not	seriously	consider	AIM	as	a	viable	partner.		As	Wamagatta	notes,	‘The	AIM	was	the	most	ideal	for	alliance	with	the	GMS	since	they	were	both	American	faith	missions	and	their	doctrines	were	almost	identical.’45		Wamagatta	argues	that	the	reason	such	an	alliance	was	rejected	was	the	issue	of	education:	‘Such	an	alliance	was,	however,	not	tenable	in	the	1930s	because	the	AIM	was	the	weakest	educationally	of	the	Protestant	missions.’46	As	this	study	has	shown,	AIM	
44	Evanson	N.	Wamagatta,	The	Presbyterian	Church	in	East	Africa:	An	Account	of	Its	Gospel	Missionary	
Society	Origins,	1895-1946	(New	York:	Peter	Lang,	2009).		
45	Ibid.,	204.	
46	Ibid.	
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lagged	behind	other	Protestant	missions	in	education	during	the	1930s	and	1940s.		The	educational	crises	in	Kenya	was	so	intense	that	it	created	spin-off	denominations	like	the	African	Brotherhood	Church	and	the	African	Christian	Church	and	Schools.		The	GMS	merger	with	the	Presbyterian	Church	of	East	Africa	was	a	direct	result	of	the	educational	wars.		The	standard	scholarly	work	on	East	African	Revival	is	now	The	East	African	Revival:	
History	and	Legacies.47		AIM	is	not	discussed	in	the	work	though	it	is	mentioned	in	a	footnote	that	in	the	West	Nile	some	of	its	missionaries	accepted	the	revival	while	‘in	Congo	and	Kenya	the	AIM	distrusted	the	revivalists	and	banned	their	activities	in	their	churches’.48		The	research	presented	in	this	thesis	confirms	the	mission’s	‘distrust’	of	revivalists	and	offers	some	explanation	for	AIM’s	efforts	to	clamp	down	on	their	activities.		Influential	members	of	the	mission	dismissed	the	revival	as	‘spurious’	expressing	their	concern	about	the	public	confession	of	sins,	the	disorder	it	created	in	worship	gatherings	and	the	‘break	down’	of	the	‘restraining	bars	between	colour,	race	and	sex’.49	Derek	Peterson’s	study,	Ethnic	Patriotism	and	the	East	African	Revival:	A	History	of	Dissent,	c.	
1935-1972	helpfully	shows	that	the	AIM	was	not	alone	in	its	opposition	to	the	revival.50		As	the	revival	spread	in	Southern	Uganda,	Buganda,	Western	Kenya	and	Northwest	Tanganyika,	it	was	opposed	by	the	converted	and	unconverted	alike	who	were	concerned	that	embarrassing	private	affairs	were	being	made	public	during	open	confessions.		Peterson	argues	that	‘ethnic	patriots’	opposed	the	revival	because	of	their	desire	for	social	
47	Kevin	Ward	and	Emma	Wild-Wood,	The	East	African	Revival:	History	and	Legacies	(Surrey,	UK:	Ashgate,	2012).			
48	Ibid.,	133,	fn.	17.	
49	See	p.	113.		
50	Derek	R.	Peterson,	Ethnic	Patriotism	and	the	East	African	Revival:	A	History	of	Dissent,	ca.	1935-1972	(Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press,	2012).			
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control.		His	study	is	important	because	it	explores	the	question	of	why	one	of	the	most	celebrated	movements	in	East	Africa	was	opposed	by	ethnic	groups	in	East	Africa.		Notwithstanding	Peterson’s	brilliant	archival	and	field	research,	his	statement	that	‘The	Mau	Mau	war	began	as	a	socially	conservative	struggle	against	sexual	promiscuity	and	moral	laxity’	stretches	the	imagination.51	Nevertheless,	his	research	does	show	that	one	of	the	primary	reasons	for	opposition	to	the	East	Africa	Revival	among	otherwise	disparate	groups	(e.g.,	AIM	and	Mau	Mau)	was	the	practice	of	publicly	confessing	private	(embarrassing)	sins.		If	AIM	missionaries	and	the	Mau	Mau	oath-enforcers	had	anything	in	common	it	was	likely	their	desire	for	‘control’.		
Conclusion	In	1943	the	Africa	Inland	Mission	established	the	Africa	Inland	Church	in	Kenya.	The	mission	resisted	African	demands	for	education	because	of	its	single-minded	commitment	to	evangelism,	a	posture	that	resulted	in	significant	schism.		AIM	responded	to	religious,	political	and	social	changes	with	millennial	fervour	and	made	evangelistic	work	the	urgent	matter	even	as	it	remained	firmly	in	control	of	the	African	church.		The	problem	of	sorting	out	the	mission’s	relationship	with	the	church	it	founded	was	overshadowed	by	educational	wars,	church	schism,	and	the	mission’s	emphasis	on	evangelism.		On	the	eve	of	independence	in	Kenya	the	mission	rejected	a	proposed	merger	by	the	home	councils.		The	paternalistic	disposition	of	AIM	missionaries	and	the	democratic	structure	of	the	mission	combined	to	thwart	the	will	of	influential	mission	officials	in	Britain	and	North	America.		After	Uhuru	in	Kenya,	the	independent	spirit	of	the	mission	endured,	stubbornly	resisting	
51	Ibid.,	226.	For	commendation	and	criticism,	see	John	Illife,	review	of	Ethnic	Patriotism	and	the	East	
African	Revival:	A	History	of	Dissent,	C.	1935-1972,	by	Derek	R.	Peterson,	African	Affairs.	112,	no.	448:	510-511.	
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the	pressure	of	the	African	church	for	devolution.	The	combined	forces	of	nationalism	and	Africanisation	overcame	mission	intransigence	and	gave	rise	to	‘Africa’s	Evangelicals’	in	the	early	1970s.	
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